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LAST POST 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow 

old. Age shall not weary them, nor the years 

condemn.  At the going down of the sun, and in the 

morning    WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

43703  JE (Jay) Seymour  V5, RNZIR  

 Died 15 Jul 2016   Auckland 

37673  LR Robinson   1NZATTV  

 Died 8 Jul 2016    Taranaki 

209722  CJ (Colin) McIsaac  161 Bty, RNZA 

 Died 3 Jul 2016    Auckland  

44158  GR (Gavin) Thrush  161 Bty, RNZA 

 Died 1 Jul 2016    Hamilton 

M304968 R (Roy) Munn   V5, RNZIR 

 Died 21 Jun 2016   Kawakawa 

478453  K (Kieran) Rossbotham 161 Bty, RNZA 

 Died 12 Jun 2016   Hamilton 

40532  DP (David) Ransfield  V3, RNZIR 

 Died 17 May 2016   Rotorua 

553229  W (Bill) Mateohorere  W2, RNZIR  

 Died 8 May 2016   Christchurch 

Y623736 LK (Lew) Whiting  NZ Comp, RNZIR 

 Died 5 May 2016   Bunbury, WA 

42475  E (Eru) Phillips   161 Bty, RNZA 

 Died 29 Apr 2016   Rotorua 

969919  R (Rex) Wilson    NZ Comp, RNZIR 

 Died 19 Apr 2016   Auckland 

B784848 SE (Stephen) Gillingham RNZAF 

 Died 5 Apr 2016   Tauranga 

X363398 BW (Bevin) Culhane   161 Bty, RNZA 

 Died 1 Apr 2016   Matamata 
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42719  HH (Henry) Rau  W2, RNZIR 

 Died 21 Mar 2016   New Plymouth 

B37928  AG (Arthur) Frederikson 161 Bty, RNZA 

 Died 18 Mar 2016    

42438  BA (Brigham) Tarawa  161 Bty, RNZA 

 Died 17 Mar 2016   NSW 

536988  FP (Fraser) Tawhai  161 Bty, V5 

 Died 15 Mar 2016   Bay of Plenty 

R489899 WWT (Wally) Henry  161 Bty, RNZA 

 Died 14 Mar 2016   Otorohanga 

40977  DJ (Darryl) Brockie  W1, 1, ALSG 

 Died 13 Mar 2016   Christchurch 

U645606 DJ (Dennis) Morris  HQ V Force 

 Died 10 Mar 2016   Upper Hutt 

41866  DJ (Donald) Cropp  W1, RNZIR 

 Died 10 Mar 2016   Auckland 

42990  LR (Llewellyn) Jones  W1, RNZIR 

 Died 5 Mar 2016   Taranaki 

F33838  D (David) Morrison  AUSTTRG 

 Died 5 Mar 2016   Auckland 

 

 

Going back to June 2014, the National Reunion was a 

success, being held at Rotorua and the organisation 

team made sure we had an enjoyable time.  I thank 

Danny and Bernie McCort, Pa Yates, Bill McDonald and 

John Treanor.  The Reunion Dinner held at the Blue 

Baths was a very good evening followed by the Sunday 

Memorial Service which was very well attended.  All in 

all a good weekend. 

Many of the Companies have had, or are in the process 

of having, their own sub unit reunion.   This is good to 

see and it is very important that contact is made and 

friendships re-established.  I have attended three and 

enjoyed watching members meeting up again after forty 

or more years.  Well done to the event organisers for 

doing this. 

This brings me to the planned 2016 National Reunion at 

New Plymouth.  I had to cancel this because of lack of 

early interest by members in attending.  Cancellation 

had to be done early as rooms booked at New Plymouth 

had to have deposits made and to do so would have 

been wrong and put the association in debt. 

We had about six bookings made and some other 

interest by members but when I looked at the 

attendance lists for the sub unit reunions it showed 

many who would ordinarily attend the National reunion 

were going to their own reunions and one cannot afford 

to attend more than one in a year.  I do apologise to 

those who were inconvenienced.  As a National 

Association we need to look at what the future holds for 

Re-unions.   Discussion will take place at our AGM. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank your 

committee for the time they have put in during the past 

two years.  Our QM Colin McIsaac stood down due to ill 

health and was replaced by John WA Taylor (V5) who 

has had to quickly learn the job.  We have five members 

standing down from committee this year; Daphne Shaw 

(20 years) Wally Donnelly, Fred Russell and Marcella 

Russell all four years of duty.  Marcella has been doing 

Pension work and I know that this has been appreciated 

by members. Plus Geoff Morris has had to stand down 

for family reasons. 

I ask that members who wish to be on committee are 

aware that it is for two years, National Reunion to 

National Reunion.  Meetings are held at Papakura RSA 

on the second Monday of the month.   I ask that 

nominations be made with this fact in mind. 

I wish to thank our Area Reps and Pension Reps for the 

time and loyalty that they show towards the 

membership of this association. 

2014 also saw the introduction of the new Disablement 

Pension Act.   This has caused a lot of anxiety among 

members and many are worried where it is going with 

the two phases of the Act.  A Review of the Act is due 

later this year and I ask anyone with concerns to contact 

this association.  We have some very experienced 

members who have an ongoing overview of the Act and 

will be making submissions to government. 

Anzac Day:   Dawn Service at the Cenotaph, Auckland 

Domain was started by the Auckland residents of the 
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Australian Imperial Forces in 1939.   In 1989 EVSA was 

asked to take over from them.  So for 24 years the 

Association has done Dawn Service and has done an 

excellent job.   During 2015 I rang the Auckland Council 

Event Manager to arrange a meeting for the 2016 Dawn 

Service.   I was advised that NZVVA had to apply by way 

of submitting an Expression of Interest for Dawn service 

2016. After a number of meetings were held with council 

to discuss our commitment in continuing doing this 

event, we  eventually got council accepting that NZVVA 

would be the main service provider.    However, it was 

not until two weeks prior to Anzac Day that we had a 

meeting with Auckland Council Events Management 

team chaired by the Mayor of Auckland, Len Brown, that 

the issue was finally resolved and that we continue 

doing Dawn Service into the foreseeable future. 

Because of the doubt raised over who was doing Dawn 

Service we were late in getting our team together for 

rehearsals.   We had a number of meetings where the 

team walked through and sorted out matters.  I thank 

Eddie Nock, Parade Co-ordinator,  for his efforts and his 

team of Andy Peters, Parade Commander, Pat Killalea, 

Greg Brownson, Peter Miles, Sam Rahui, Trevor Carr, 

Murray Watene, Sam Noon, Graham Gibson (President 

ARSA), Terry Culley, Miki Apiti and Dr Stephen Clarke our 

Commentator. 

Auckland aside, I do thank all our vets both in NZ and Oz 

for all the efforts they put in to both Poppy Day and 

Anzac Day.  So get out also and help with the other 

WW100 events over the next three years. I take this 

opportunity to thank Ross Miller and the members of 

the (Neville Wallace Memorial) Children and 

Grandchildren’s Trust and the members of the Vietnam 

Veterans and Their Families Trust for their devotion 

towards helping our Vietnam veteran family.   

Vietnam Veterans Day 18 August:   To the various local 

organisers please let our Secretary know your event 

venues and times etc so we can publish your event.   

Other events have been planned for both Wellington 

and Canberra so please keep in touch. 

Annual Medical Assessment is available free to all vets 

so take the opportunity to apply to VANZ for relevant 

forms. 

The association website is still being reorganised and is 

well in need of updating.   Hopefully this will be done 

soon. 

Lastly I wish to thank the staff at Veterans Affairs for 

their assistance given to our members.  I am aware that 

some vets feel that their needs are ignored but if 

properly requested Case Managers are able to assist.   

John Deazley, President, NZ Vietnam Veterans Assn 

 

 

 

Hi everyone  

It’s hard to believe that we are more than half way 

through another year, winter has descended upon us 

with a vengeance.    

There are a few changes happening within the 

Association starting with some new committee members 

who were elected at the General Meeting at the end of 

May.  The list of Executive Committee Members can be 

found on the back page.   

The Q Store is currently being “renovated” and so there 

is limited stock available.  Please email me to find out if 

we can supply items.  We do of course have plenty of 

bumper stickers so orders for those can be promptly 

filled.  John, who is now looking after Q Store, is 

investigating the supply of some new stock which will be 

unveiled in the next Contact. 

The other change is the website which is being 

revamped.  Unfortunately it has been compromised and 

I am unable to update it so apologies to those who have 

accessed it to find the information is outdated.   

Remember that the website address is 

nzvietnamveterans.org.nz.  There will also be changes to 

the message board which now will be called a forum.  

You will need to create an account from the 1 August.  

This is a new security measure to ensure that the site is 

not hacked.  If you have any issues please let me know 

by emailing nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz.   

By now those who pay their subs annually should have 

received their 2016 membership cards.  Apologies again 

for the delay.  I will definitely be more organised for 

2017 now that I know how the process runs.   

FROM THE DESK OF  
THE  SECRETARY 

mailto:nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz
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If you change your address, either postal or email, 

please forward this information so that your details can 

be updated.  If you know that a fellow veteran is not 

receiving their Contact, and they have moved, get them 

to get in touch.  There is a list of “Lost Souls” in this 

edition.  If you know anyone on the list, let us know so 

that we can get in touch. 

Don’t forget that if you direct credit any money into the 

Association’s bank accounts that you put your name or 

Regt. No. so I can identify who has put the money into 

our account.  I have had several deposits that I cannot 

identify.  If you have made a payment for your subs but 

you get a reminder with this newsletter, then please get 

in touch. 

There are three methods you can choose from to pay 

money to NZVVA: 

1 - Internet Banking 

2 - Cash Deposit at any BNZ branch 

3 - Postal Payment 

For the first two methods, you will need our bank 

account details as follows; 

Bank: BNZ, Papakura, New Zealand 

Account Name: NZ Vietnam Veterans Association 

Account Number: 02 0400 0504697 00 

To pay on-line, with Internet Banking, follow your 

normal procedure.  To pay into our account at BNZ, you 

will need a branch deposit slip and the account details as 

given above.  

For both internet and bank deposit payments, please 

make sure that you are identified as the payer, with any 

deposits made.  Putting your service number would be 

helpful along with what the payment is for ie subs or Q 

Store.  A follow up email if you have access, advising us 

that you have made payment would be helpful as well. 

If you would like to contribute to the next edition, please 

send it to nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz  or post it to 

PO Box 72260, Papakura 2244. 

Until next time,  Carol   

TREA SUR ER ’S  R EPOR T  

The Association’s accounts for the year ending 31st 

March 2015 and year ending 31st March 2016 follow my 

report which show that with a few cost saving measures, 

we are managing to keep at an even keel. 

You will note that although we made a loss in the 2015 

year this is once again due to expenses for the 2014 

reunion being paid out after the majority of income had 

been received in the previous financial year.  The 

accounts are prepared on a cash basis so income and 

expenses are not matched and there is always going to 

be a year of profit and a year of loss when we hold a 

reunion.     

Although the Reunions are not organised to make a 

profit, just over $4,000 was made at the Rotorua 

Reunion.  This was mainly due to the organising 

committee applying for grants to subsidise the weekend 

and all the hard work they put in to organise the 

Reunion.  And what a great weekend it was.  It is a great 

shame that we couldn’t get the New Plymouth event off 

the ground as I was looking forward to visiting a place I 

have never been to before.   

The increased costs for postage and printing in 2016 

were due to all members being issued with the new 

plastic credit card type membership card.  This was a 

one off cost for our Paid Life Members and I am 

currently investigating how we can keep the cost down 

for the renewal of membership for those who pay 

annually. 

Thanks to all our paid life members who continue to 

donate money to boost our funds. 

As an organisation we need to continue to find new 

ways to raise funds to ensure that we continue the work 

we do as well as encouraging next of kin to become 

involved as well.  We do not know what the future 

health issues that may affect the next generation will be 

so we need to continue to provide for the objectives this 

organisation was set up to achieve.  I look forward to 

continuing my role to ensure that this happens. 

Carol Taylor 

Secretary/Treasurer 

mailto:nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz
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VICTOR 2 COY VIETNAM 1967/68, 50 YEARS REUNION 

 

Will be held at Tauranga RSA 10,11,12th November 2017. 

This weekend will be 50 years from when we landed in 

Vietnam. All those who served with Victor 2 Company 

and their dependants are encouraged to attend. 

Contact: Bukit Hill, 13 Bledisloe Street, Masterton 

Phone: 06 377 2979 Mobile: 027 659 0679 and email 

address: bukithill@xtra.co.nz 

REUNION RAFFLE 

The raffle was drawn at the Papakura RSA after the 

General Meeting on 28th May.  The winners are: 

1st  Cam Keelan  V3 - Statue 

2nd   Dave Condon 161Bty/W3  - $50 Voucher 

3rd  S Cameron  W3 - $50 Voucher 

 Thanks to everyone who supported this to raise funds 

for the Association. 

VICTOR 3 REUNION 

To be held in Blenheim at the Clubs of  Marlborough 

from the 17/ 18/19 March 2017.  Open to any one with 

connections to Victor 3 Company.  

Contact johncapill@xtra.co.nz  The cost is $120 per 

person, plenty to see and do in Blenheim! Link to the 

victor 3 site is http://premierstrategics.com/victor3/

V3reunion2017.html  

GENERAL MEETING 

At the General Meeting discussion was held relating to 

the Waitangi Tribunal Hearings. The consensus of the 

meeting is that we need to find out the number of 

children and grandchildren etc. are suffering from 

ailments that may be attributable to Veterans service.  A 

survey was done some years ago and it is time to update 

problems with the ongoing generations.   If you have 

concerns about your family members having medical 

problems please advise myself or our secretary 

Carol.   Confidence will be maintained. 

Repatriation of deceased service personnel buried in 

Malaya was discussed.   It was agreed that both NZVVA 

for the Vietnam KIA and the Malay Assn for the Malayan 

personnel would have joint letters to support 

repatriation of those whom the next of kin wish to have 

brought home. This is to support Paul Thomas and his 

team who have already visited most of the NOK. Also 

with the Australian Government having brought home 

many of their dead from Malaysia it is time to get as 

much support from other associations to also write in 

supporting repatriation. 

VALE;  COLIN JOHN MCISAAC 

It is with regret that I notify the death of Colin McIsaac 

on 3 July 2016.  In July 1965  Colin was the first to fire a 

105 in South Vietnam with 161 Battery.   In 1975 Colin 

was one of the forming members of this association 

together with Bob Harmon, Des Harrison, Alan 

Cameron, and others.  

He was an early President and a Life Member. He served 

many years on the Executive and has in recent years 

been our Quarter Master. Due to failing health he had to 

resign .  His last role for the association was at the AGM 

on 28 May this year as the membership checker at the 

entrance to the venue.   Our sincere condolences to 

Carol. 

John Deazley, President 

mailto:bukithill@xtra.co.nz
mailto:johncapill@xtra.co.nz
http://premierstrategics.com/victor3/V3reunion2017.html
http://premierstrategics.com/victor3/V3reunion2017.html
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY  

NEW ZEALAND 

AUCKLAND—PAPAKURA  

Partners and Family dinner 

 Saturday 20th August 2016 

Commemoration of Vietnam Veterans Memorial Day 

50th Commemoration of the Battle of Long Tan 

50th Commemoration of ANZAC Troops in Phuoc Tuy 

Province 

Papakura RSA, 40 Elliot Street 

1800: Pre dinner drinks (cash bar) 

1900: Seated 

$40 per person includes wine and port on table 

Bookings: please contact Papakura RSA (09) 2985091 

Email: office@papakurarsa.co.nz 

AUCKLAND - MANUKAU 

To be held at Manukau Memorial Gardens, Puhinui 

Road, Manukau, Sunday 21st August 

Commencing at 1000 hours.  Reassemble at Manurewa 

RSA for refreshments, light meal and mix and mingle 

WELLINGTON 

Full commemorative service will be held at Michael 

Fowler Centre, preceded by a short wreath-laying 

ceremony at Pukeahu National War Memorial Park. 

Email commemorations@nzdf.mil.nz to register your 

(and accompanying persons') interest in attending the 

Michael Fowler Centre service: 

 all Viet Nam veterans, their families, and 
members of the public are welcome to attend 

 transport isn't provided as part of registration—
all transport must be arranged by attendees.  

 

Attendance at the wreath-laying ceremony will be by 

invitation, although members of the public are invited to 

observe. 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIA 

Thursday 18 August 2016, 5.00pm, The Vietnam 

Veterans Association, St Marys Outpost, and the St 

Marys RSL Sub-Branch will jointly conduct our annual 

Service at our Memorial at St Marys RSL. Dress includes 

medals 

 

 

mailto:commemorations@nzdf.mil.nz
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VIETNAM 
 

BATTLE OF LONG TAN 

50
th

 ANNIVERSARY 

COMMEMORATION TOUR  
 

11 DAYS 
 

Departing Auckland 12th August 2016 

 
Tour Highlights:         

  Memorial service at the battle site of Long Tan 18
th

 August 

  Tour of the Nui Dat camp area and Long Phuoc tunnels 

  Visit to Coral and Balmoral Fire Support battle site   

  Ho Chi Minh City  -  Reunification Palace & War Museum 

  Cu Chi Tunnels - Extensive underground tunnel network  

  Tour to Changi Museum and Kranji Memorial in Singapore  

 

  Tour led by    -  Ray Farrell    (Vietnam War Veteran) 

            -  Erick Greening  (Explorer Adventure Tours Ltd)  

 

Tour Price  $4490  per person (share twin) ** 

** Vietnam War Veterans are eligible for a Government refund of up to $2000. 

Price includes: Two nights in Singapore, international flights, 4 star hotels, transport,sightseeing, entrance 
fees, tour guides, all breakfasts, two lunches and three dinners     

For a detailed itinerary contact:      

 

Ray Farrell  -  07 549 4644  or  021 02666294     farrellr28@yahoo.com  

mailto:farrellr28@yahoo.com
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OFFICE HOLDERS 

Patron:   Brig (Rtd) Mike Dudman                            

President:                John Deazley - Ph 027 2919 747 - dezal173rd@hotmail.com         

Vice President:  Graham Gibson 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Carol Taylor - Ph 027 224 3539 - nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz 

Quartermaster:         John Taylor - jtmya46@gmail.com 

Welfare:    TBA 

     

Executive Committee: 
Mane Tuaiti  Fred Russell    Eddie Nock   Ken Ford        Bill Compton Bob Derwin 

Ray Farrell  Lyndsay Skinner (Wellington)        Pat Duggan (Christchurch) 

      

Subscriptions:  As our accounting process does not cater for fractional years, only ‘full year’ payments of subscriptions, 
that is $20 or multiples thereof, will be accepted.  Odd sums will be credited as donations in the payers name.  

Input into Contact:   Short articles, especially with accompanying photographs, are always welcome for inclusion.  The 
editors email address is dezal173rd@hotmail.com         

Death of a Vietnam Veteran: If you know of the passing of a Vietnam Veteran (whether a member of our association or 
not), please contact the secretary.  She will disseminate the information and where possible, a representative of the 
association will attend the funeral. 

 

 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  Post: NZ Vietnam Veteran’s Assn, PO Box 72260, Papakura 2244, Auckland, New Zealand  

I,………………………………………… wish to apply for: 

 Veteran Membership of NZVVA, or 

 Associate membership of NZVVA (Delete one) 

                (See below for eligibility for membership) 

 

  I am a Vietnam Veteran      

  I assisted Allied Forces in the Republic of Vietnam during the Vietnam War  1964 - 1975  

  I am a member of the eligible kinfolk of a Vietnam Veteran    

 

My contact details are:  Address:   …………………………………………...…………………………………..……….………..  

     ………………………………………………………………...………..…….……………….. 

Home Phone: (    ) ………...……….. Work Phone (    )………...…………… Email ………………………….……………… 

Veterans Details:  

Regimental Number:……………………….…..  Full Name:……………………...………………………………………………… 

Unit(s) served with in Viet Nam:…………………………………………….….……  Corps:…………...……………….…….. 

Dates of Service:……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………… 

For Associate Membership Applicants: 

Relationship to Veteran:  I am …………………...…………………………to the Vietnam Veteran named above. 

Fees Enclosed: Membership/Associate Subscription $20 per annum $....................... 

   Renewal………………………Years              $20 per annum $....................... 

Eligibility For Membership                    Total amount submitted      $...................... 

Veteran Member: Any person who served with the allied forces in Vietnamese waters, or in South Vietnam 

   during the period of the Vietnam War (1964-1975). 

Associate Member: 1. Any person who served with any of the following organizations assisting Allied Forces in Viet Nam: 

            Red Cross; Salvation Army; Entertainers or War Correspondents 

         2. Eligible Kinfolk: the spouse; partner; father; mother; sister, brother; children (including adopted and   

             Step-children), and succeeding progeny of a person eligible to be Veteran Member, provided they have  

             reached the age of 18 years. 


